during the imperial period, in private settings. Also unlike Athens, where the Theater of Dionysus was a central part of the civic landscape, for most of the Republican period, the Roman authorities insured that drama could only be performed on temporary stages, and would even halt and tear down attempts at building stone theaters.4 The first permanent theater in Rome, the Theater of Pompey, was not built until 55 BC. Actors as well were stigmatized. In 115 BC, "theatrical personnel" were expelled from the city.5 Citizens generally were not professional actors (Livy 7.2). This prejudice continued well into the imperial period. Seneca calls on his readers to remember that the man who struts about the stage claiming to be king of Argos is in fact a slave (Epistulae morales 80.7-8). Pliny the Younger, in his panegyric for Trajan, insultingly calls Nero the "actor emperor" (Pliny Panegyricus 46.4).
During the Republican period, perhaps no military victory contributed more to the cultural development of Rome than the defeat of Perseus, king of Macedonia, by the Roman general Lucius Aemelius Paullus in 168 BC. This event brought the wealth of the Greek world to Rome and also led to an influx of Greek intellectuals into the city. Some, such as the historian Polybius, came as hostages; others, such as the Stoic philosopher Panaetius of Rhodes, came by choice. Nevertheless, there remained a strong anti-Hellenic sentiment, which has come to be personified in the figure of Cato the Elder. In 155 BC, after being ordered to pay a heavy fine for attacking the neighboring city of Oropus, the Athenians sent an embassy of philosophers to Rome in order to appeal the sentence. While the youth of Rome relished the opportunity to listen to these eminent philosophers lecture-the Athenians sent the heads of three schools, the Academic Carneandes, the Stoic Diogenes of Babylon and the Peripatetic Critolaus-Cato the Elder put a motion before the Senate to have the philosophers expelled from the city (Plutarch Cato Maior 22.5).6 Although Cato's hostility did not keep Greek philosophers and their ideas from influencing Romans, it would take nearly one hundred years for Romans to start writing philosophy in Latin. Lucretius's magisterial Epicurean poem, De rerum natura, and Cicero's first forays into philosophy, De re publica and De legibus, date from the 50s BC.7 After these two, only Seneca wrote philosophy in Latin during the classical period.
